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LIT-HOP: Baba Brinkman offors The Rap Canterbary Tabes as part of the Adelaide Fringe.

assics rapped up

' | Baba speaks out on literary hip-hop

HERE'S no doubt
about it, says Baba
Brinkman: Vanilla
E:*n:“ael. Lhe mshl: 1.:
& rappers bat
his J'bfﬂm'w m‘nﬂ? I
with - o foe
" shadow to pet

whao ks part of & new international
and multirackal breed of hip-hop
artists.

“He's a cautionnry tale, dght?
Every white rapper says the goal is
to be as lttle like Vanilla Tee ax
possible.” Canndian born-and-based
Brinkman |8 also part of & gm-tng
new school of rap nicknamed

Teop™, or literary hip-hap. He will visit
Australia for t:lf first. time Lhis
manth Lo perfonm his show, The Rap
Canterbury Tales, at the Fringe.

In It, Brinkman reinterprets
Gealfrey Chaucer's medieval mas-
terplece Canterbury Thles ns a
lively hip-hop battle, where the
c¢haracters compete to Lell their
storied as Faps,

It will nlsa be part of the Fringe's
Youth and Educntion Program.

“That's really the Nip side of the
eain of what 1 do - iU's entertainment
Tt 1t°s also somewhat educational”
Brirkman says from his Vancouver
hame. The show began life as an
oftshoot of Brinkman's literature de-
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OPENING
NIGHT
PARADE
AND PARTY

{t's artistic, political, hysterical
and lyrical... join the mayhem!
Friday, 24 February
Pre-parade fan: Ryl Park, & 00pm
Parade: See map, §.30pm
\ Party: /A Rymil Park untif the wee hours

(B! cloiarss i Weaonafy parking ondrds i place drom 4 Dpm
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gree, "1 was working on The Canter-
bury Tales for my master's thesls,
loaking ot some 14th century poetry
competitions that Chaucer would
have bDoen h-m"'h.IMi: and l-'h!:
comparing those to hip-hop freesty

batthing and some mmmpwm'
urban poetry competitions,” he says.

Brinkman, now 27, started oul as
a rap and hip-hop fan, “then I de-
cided that I was going to be an
artist”. He has competed and per-
farened since b was 19,

He says “shecr willpower” brings
Logether the seomingly incongruous
elements of & white , Tp and
rmedieval literature, *
rap s0ngs, what I'm listening to is
wordplay and rhyme pattemns and
storyielling techniques,” he says.

In fact, e soes rap as the contem-

Elizabethan po-
etry: “The focal polnt of the poetic
energy of our generation is mp - it's
nol poetry any mose, Poctry today
1s something that people publish to

recopnised by academics and
crithes, but 1t°s not really » popular
entertainment form or o communal
g like & was in Chaucer's and

peare’s time.”

Brinkman siys Chaucer designed
The Canterbury Tales “around a
contest, as well a3 & plgrimage”,

“All the rules that he designs for
this contest and that govern the
internctions of the pilgrims in this
compelitive sphere... are almost
identical to the rules that gowern
freestyle battling” he says.

“In the Middle Ages, if you wanked
o be paid for poetry you had to do
a presentation plece and have an
aristocTil or & monareh SpOnacr you
a5 g poet. In the hip-hop world Loday,
it's very similar, where you've got
underground artists who ane writing
rhymes in a compelitve, soclal
communal sphere like a freestyle
binttle, Thot's whiese You prove »our-
self on the strest level Then the
recond companbes are functioning
like patrons, &0 you've gol the artists

/

who mre tq-lnt get a.im'led to @
record dend.” aa recorded
a CD and 'h-un nl!l'!:'ed. a ook deal
for The Rup Canterbury Tales
which will compare the original
Chaueer with his rap Lranslations,
While “gungsta rap” became the
commaercinl Ee af the musie form
in thv,- 14808 - “becalse sex and
e T Hrw Tins Mo *as
o n Mew “As
a substitute for gang Gghting”
“They were using verbal and mu-
battles to substitute for real
battles. Some of the Arst rap songs
are very conscious, like The Measage
by Melle Mel They are storyiellers
talking sbout soctal problems.”
Brinkman suys his perception of
rap changed when he met some hip-
hop artists “who weren't your
stercotypical gangstas" [rom
African-American
backgrounds~What it boiled down to
was realising the phrase Keep it real”
doesnt mean keep it real Lo some
kind of strect violence assthetic; it
means keep it real to yoursell"”
Armerben’s Eminem emenged as a
new champlon for white rappers.
*Then it was predicted that this
food of white mppers would follow
hilsms and 1t never really happerned. He
kind of kicked the door apen, and
then stood in it
BErinkman has been called “Baba"”
alnce blrth, altl b technically he
is named Dirk, Hke father. *Bup-
poaedly when [ was born [ looked like
a litthe Buddha and that's the East
Inidian name for Buddhn - o Baba ™
He also incorporates environ-
mental themes in his work.
Brinkman was involved with the Lree
planting program for ten years and
personally planted mnn: than @
eillion trees - up to 3000 o day.
“That's how I taeght mysell how
o rhyme, o the rhythm of that very
repetitive Job.”
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