4 FESTIVAL | The Scotsman Saturday & August 2005 BELOW: No such a mental wreck held you back, Gustav? - baur,

J— — festival would of course, he's dead The msic has all the anowers =
" " - be complete acathartic spiritualism that transcends earthly
[ | ! without ordinariness. My money’s on Donald Runnicles to
Phil Kay. deliver the ultimate Mahler experience of thisyear's
RIGHT: Watch Festival, when he conducts the BBC 550 in the epic
aut tos for, Third Symphony at the Usher Hall on 18 August.
:::::‘::'Im Matt Brereton, Fringe reviewer

FORGET Frane Ferdinand, the best Scottish band on
Baba Brinkman; : ; - i -
' thisyear'sTon the Fringe bill is Trashean Sinatras.

®
;::#:.hm After eight years out of the limelight, the tumeful
Skarsgard Kilmarnock five-piece made an unheralded yet
; in Dominion: trinmphant returm in 2004 with their labulous

Weighififting album, and now you can welcome them

- s Exa h backin personat the Liquid Roomon 19 August. And
If you only have fime to do one thing at the festival, what would YOU  Fresmess: and L‘;‘iﬁ-’:“"’mﬁﬁfﬁ:&’&ﬁﬁ?;ﬁm‘:”’““
choose? We asked all our reviewers —the answers may SUrprise YoU S  Kelly Apter, dance critic.

The sheer diversity of Dance Baze's Fringt pro-
gramme makes thisvénue a ane-stopshop for dance
fams. Snanning technigue from two Scottish Ballet
dancers, funky moves from hip-hoppers Freshmess
angl an exhilarating group work by RBambert and
Kylie choreographer Rafael Bonachels, to name but
three high'light:..i.nd this year, Fnrr[:!u:' i &y
Dance Base las branched out lneoedBaret, present-
ing “Drag Idal”. Talent and tarsson the Grassmarket

ST, —

Zoe Green, Fringe reviewer

CHALMER : idry? Not il the charisifiaric andversatile
Baba Brinkman has got anything to do with i1 The
Raop Conterbury Tales, at C Venues, the Miller, the
Pardoner, the Wile of Bath and Chaucer himeelfl bat-
tle itout in a rap contest with the audience judging
their performance. Frisky, humorous and inge-
mious. o

Andrea Mullaney, Fringe reviewer
ICANT quite believe Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy will actu-
ally play the Queen's Hall on 21 August. This shady
misanthrope is certainly down to appear, buthe's
]u:dl_lflmﬂworﬂ'l.}'.llis collaboratos, Matt Sweeney,
will supposedly accompany him on sengs from
Superwodf, their recent recard about being eaten by
sharks, singing like a seagull, a panther girl - and
wolves, O possibly about none of these things. 1
don't know. Tean't wail to see whi tums up.

Jan Fairley, EIF/Fringe reviewer
1M THE 1980 Italian gaitarist Antonio Forcione
juggled ping-pong balls while playing solos.
o Todayhislatestcompositions are deeplyreflec-
tive while his present quartet - imvolving Nige-
)ri.'lrlr\e'll:i.'.tjnn_'.'ﬁlﬂ:jJ}'Jﬂ.Eritiliﬂnan'l-l-‘e!'iﬂn-
st Adrano Adewale and Russian sccordionist
7.
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Igor Cutline - is scintillating, Formidably mven-
jve, he's still prone to moments of humour, See
him at the Assembily Rooms.

Susan Mansfieid, feature writer

VARIOWS institwlicns are celebrating lan Hamilton
Finlay's 80th year, but to get inside the vision of this
unigue and sometimes conlrary antist, you have to
wizit his garden, Little Sparta perched halfamileupa
dlirttrackon the farsideof the Pentlands. It feelsasfar
away from the festival as you can get but, ina strange
way, the spirtt of the Fringe lives here as much as
anywhere, You can catch a bus to Little Sparta from
Inverleith House in the Botanical Gardens every
Wednesday and Saturdayuntil September.
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