. TRICK FOR
iRILLING FISH

™= rilling fish can be tricky, es-
pecially if you're trying to
rill it whole, but there are a few
icks to make it easier. For one
iing, it helps to leave the head
1. There's also a recipe for
/hole Grilled Fish With Fresh
‘erbs and Garlic that works
/ith just about any kind of fish,
SEE STORY, PAGE -1

‘Whirt: Hip-hop antist/medieval
| scholar Baba Brinkman,
| of Vancouar, presents his
acclaimad rap veriian of “The
Canterbury Tales.”
Whar: 630 p.m. Manday.,
Whare: Greveen Hall, Le hayne
College campus, Syracuse.
Adrisshon: Frig.
nfoc 445-43597.

‘ The details
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Life and leisure
in Central New York

Several new films tackle people’s loss of faith in power people

By Luurn T, Ryan
Stadf wariter
hat o Ldih cen-
mry medigyal
lieranine
2181 century
freestyle rap Bave
in common?
Baba Brinkmun,
that's whal.

Brinkman is & 28-year-old rap
artist from Vancouver, who also
holds a master”s degree in medi-
eval literature, He bridges the di-
vide between his two passions
with a mp version of CGeoffrey
Chaweer's ““The Canl
Tales,"" which evalved out of his
muster”s thesis, comparing Chag-
cer's pilgrimage 1o a frecstyle mp

Crib sheet

Courtery of Tknecks

| BABA BRINKMAN has been touring the world performing his rap
version of Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales," a
Tath-pertury collection of classic literature. He'll bring his shew
o Syracuse on

batile. Brinkman has been per-
forming the rap almosi monsbop
since 20K, traveling 1o Edin-
burgh, Belinst, Pragoe, all over
Emgland, Awstralia, Canada —
and, movw, Symcuse,

Reached last week at the Uni-
versity of Fuerto Rico — anodher
slop on his bour —Brinkman an-
swered guestions aboat his umusu-
al twin pursuitz, the book they
spawned (*“The Rap Canlerbury
Tales,” pablished this fall by Tal-
onbooks) and how be hopes his
performances continge to bring
fresh eyes 1o Chaucer and new
CATS B0 Fap.

In addition 1o the book, Brank-
man has produced two full-length
rap CDs amd expects to release the
third, **Lit Hop,"" before the end
of the year,

Bom Dirk Brinkman, but
known ax Baba since childhood,
the young musician first picked up
on the parallels between lilerary
poetry and rap mukic in college —
although he has been a fan of hip-
heop since he was 11,

1 really thaught that what was
happening with rap wus signifi-
cant from a theory perspective amd
that it really ough to be stodied,™
he explains. ““And so [ staned
locking for parallels, to see who in
literary history had done things
that were resonaling with what
was going on with mp i
And then | came across Can-
terbury Tales' and il just soemed
like there wus a o going on in
{the tnbes) that was just like what 1
wias seeing al the shows [ was
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THE TEXT: Written in Middle English during the twilight of the 14th century, Geoffrey Chaucers "The
Canterbury Tales™ presents the story of 30 travelers embarking on an annual pilgrimage fo 5t Thomas Becket’s
#hrine at Canterbuary, Along the way, the voyagers take part In a sory-tellng contest 1o pass the time. Because

Chawcer never completed the p
THE LANGLIAGE: Middie Englis

ject, onky 24 taled were writien,

Is whart blokes {and lasses) spoke in England from the time the Normans
invasded i 1066 wntil the mad-15th cartury.
Sources: Encyclopedia Brttannics, Berats Baader's Irncpdopadia Third Bditian,

The edf-gueene, with hir joly compaigrope,
Daunced ful afts in many & grene mede;

This was the chde opinion, & | mde
Ispeke of masye hundred yeres ago.
But v kan no man & none ¢hves mo,
For now the grate charibes and pragenes
04 lymytours, and othere hooly frenes,

That sarchen svery lond and every freem
As thikke as mates in the sanne-besm,
Blessynge halls, chambees, kichenes, boures,
Citmas, burghas, cavbels, ye tounes,

Threpes, bernes, shipnes, dayeryes,

This maketh that ther been no

For ther as weort to walken was an

Theer walkath new tha lymytour hymsei

In undermeles and in morwenymges,
Andsqrﬂihhrnulgnuubdlmlmdyﬂyngﬁ

As be goath in his |
Wommien may go up and doun;
In nry bussh oF undar ivery tree

Theer it noon cother inoubus but he,
Ard b ne wol doon ham but dishonou:,

— Repriried from 'Tlﬁ{w

Excerpt from The Wife of Bath's Tale

Wha Kig oot maca i nae and courapecus
n Ll

Enights — with tight your

On cutrageoUs quists m:q‘w#u ior ladies' hearts,
Tha shady parts amang the hills and knolls

Were filled with fairies, elves, and tralls,

And dwarves ware known to dwall in holes,

And ey phs te suscour willing soiu.

These thrilling folds, in time, emerged a5

Badly out of line with churches,

Which guried all fairy-kind and purged us,

To cleanse 1 of our primal unges.

To try and discourage us from growing tense,

Thiit hills weere filled with “haly men,”

And now women could lie alone, content

Without the old Incubl, only them.

= P.Epnﬂg;tﬁmm “The Rap Canterbury Takes”

in a whole new light

RAFPER, FROM FAGE 1

to. So [ ended up wriling
myrxcsls comparing the compe-
tition in Chaucer’s pilgrimage
with a frecstyle batile, like in
(the Eminem movie) ‘8-Mile,” ™'

As in those rap battbes, the
characters in Chaucer’s tales
compete by Irying 1o outdo each
olver’s storytelling prowess,

**And then what happens 15
118 supposed to be a religious
pilgrimage that they'ne on,
right™" Brinkman says. *“This
sacred joumey. Bul then this
iden of a competition takes over,
ard all the pilgrims start to use
their tales as insult vehicles for
thi other pilgrims. . . . And they
gt indo these rivalries whene
they roast each other using their
sories, basically. And the other
pilg:im: ‘who are lislening, they
comstitate the crowd or the sudi-
enge, and they give feadback on
the tale.

50 some of the lales are
well-received and other ones get
really strong megative reactions,
just like in freestyle banbes
where a bad rapper gets on
shi " Brinkman continmes.

"Tg:t crowd doesn’t just politely
listen, they actively boo or choer
if they like or dislike what
they're hearing. So that idea of

heaving a really pupuhs: art form,
where there aren't highly qualifi-
ed professional judges — you
galla win the erow . That's
the concept behind fml}'lt bt
tling, oo, Bring it back to the
people and ket the people
choose."’

Mone of which Brinkman

el po explain io his awdiences
when he lakes the stage. Instesd.
hee simply plays the part of the

narrator — Chawger’s role — bal

with a modern twist.

““The general approach Chau-
cer takes is he has this really in-
genwows, innocent, honest atti-
tade. He's the narrator, rght?
And then he’s just along for the
ride, and he's sup Iy telling
you what he heard all these pil-
grims say,” Brinkman says. *'So
what [ do is I tell the story abouwl
m, this kind of wide-eyed,
white rap fam. And [ go to a rap
ahow amd 1 sneak onto the tour
s afler the show and | accaden-
tally stow away with the mppers
and witness them having battles
herween hows Lo pass the tme.
Sovit's the sane kind of pilgrm-
age motif, only it's on a tour bus,
and the personalitics of the pil-
grims are paralleled inihe per-
sonalities of these rappers.”™

But why go to all the trou-
ble?

Two reasons, Brinkman says,
To create a new audience for
Chagoer, and 1o SInp away S0
persistent fallagies about rp
miusic.

““The best reaction 1 get and
whiat keeps me going is when
people say, “Oh my God. | never
really liked rap, and now [ get i
In"s sioryvelling. It's oral tradi-
tion alive wday.” " Brinkman
says. *“When people look at rap

new eyes that's very re-
warding for me because 1 really
see rap as a very rich and poetic
form. And mst people think of
il 45 MISOEYNIs PP MUSC. . . .
I'm kirsd of ona mission. | !I'L'r]
like I've taken mm
of which are surmou by u.]m
of misconceptbons, and 1'm iry-
ing1n mike them more inlerest-
ing and put them i a pew

L

Although the novelty of his
act gets him in the door, Brink-

man says he then has to prove
himself 10 the skeptics,

“People know that | could
take this so far, even if it was
awlul,"" he says. *' le wion-
der if I'm doing that, if I'm juss
coasting on a gimmick, Or
whether it's something that's ac-
tually got merit on its own. And
n lot of people are initially very
skepiical. Par of my drive is,
like, dispelling that skeplicism.
Because it's actually really good
and funny. And people always.
comme up b me afterwand and
say. "0 my God, | can’t believe
how cool that was. 1 thought it
was gonna be no good. 1 mean,
no offense.”

He also wants o prove his
mettbe to Chavcer scholars and
rap artisis,

*When | was writing (ihe
baowk), [ el a lot of pressure for
accountability,”” Brinkman says,
“*Because the prople who make
thitkr living around Chaucer and
who have dedicated their lives o
studying Chawcer, like scholars,
they feel really strengly about it
notl being bastardized or whateyv-
&r, 5o 1 wanted to make sure that
prople who knew Chawcer as
well as [ did, when they came o
the shaw would know than | had
really dome my homework and [
WS bcmg tmae to the spirit af the
mglnal

“Mow, on the other hand,
people who are really into rap
can be real parists, 100, he con-
timues, "' Rappers are really jaded
abaut ibelr culiure being stolen,
right? 5o I wanbed 1o feel like 1
was accountable to mppers,




